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December 27, 2001

Senator Judith Robson

Senate Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Rules
Room 15 South, State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator Robson:

As a member of the Easton Sno-Seekers snowmobile club, I strongly
oppose the Department of Natural Resources staff recommendation to
establish a gun deer-hunting season in all 72 counties of Wisconsin
during December of 2002, 2003, and 2004.

There are clear alternative hunting seasons available to control
deer herds in the State now. Our snowmobiling season is short enough
as we have had to keep our trails closed for the second year in a row
until after the T-zone hunting season that occurred this December.
Also not knowing how much snow we will receive, when or where, limits
the enjoyment of our sport even more.

I, therefore, ask that you and the other Senate members not
approve the gun deer-hunting seasons for December 2002, 2003, and
2004.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

iywézé%?z>,~

Member, Easton Sno-Seekers
1106 Fern Avenue
Grand Marsh, WI 53936-9635
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Senator Judith Robson

Senate Co~Chair, Joint Committee on Rules
Room 15 Scuth, State Capltol

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator Robson:

As a member of the Easton Sno-Seekers snowmobile club, I strongly
oppose the Department of Natural Resources staff recommendation to
establish a gun deer-hunting season in all 72 counties of Wisconsin
during December of 2002, 2003, and 2004.

There are clear alternative hunting seasons available to control
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for fEVO

Member, Easton Sno-Seekers
1106 Fern Avenue
Grand Marsh, WI 53936-9635
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December 27, 2001

Senator Judith Robson

Senate Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Rules
Room 15 South, State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator Robson:

As a member of the Easton Sno-Seekers snowmobile club, I strongly
oppose the Department of Natural Resources staff recommendation to
establish a gun deer-hunting season in all 72 counties of Wisconsin
during December of 2002, 2003, and 2004.

There are clear alternative hunting seasons available to control
deer herds in the State now. Our snowmobiling season is short enough
as we have had to keep our trails closed for the second year in a row
until after the T-zone hunting season that occurred this December.
Also not knowing how much snow we will receive, when or where, limits
the enjoyment of our sport even more.

I, therefore, ask that you and the other Senate members not
approve the gun deer-hunting seasons for December 2002, 2003, and
2004.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Meméer, Eagfon Sno-Seekers
1106 Fern Avenue
Grand Marsh, WI 53936-9635
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Respectively Submitted by the Exeland Rod & Gun Club and The Birchwood
Sportsman’s Club.

THE DEER 2000 PROJECT...T-ZONE DISASTER!

The 2001 Deer Season is history. All the pre-season predictions, DNR deer population
data, the final statistics, and the inevitable post season DNR inventory list of descriptive
reasons and excuses, are now all part of the season’s history. Dedicated sportsmen
throughout the state who closely monitor the DNR’s deer management program are
recognizing that history is being repeated.

Once again, the big game managers have been forced to dig deep into their archives to
retrieve that imaginary file folder labeled “POST DEER SEASON — REASONS AND
EXCUSES”. As in the past, some game managers are scrambling to salvage their
credibility now that their pre-season predictions and unit population figures were
undeniably way off the mark!

With several noteworthy exceptions, this year’s DNR post-season propaganda is all too
familiar. 1992 was another year when the sportsman’s warnings fell on deaf ears.
Except that year, post-season DNR excuses reached a new level of desperation. This was
the year DNR wildlife experts announced that “Post Rut Syndrome” was to blame for the
low deer harvest. :

There is, however one big game manager who has earned, and deserves the respect of
area hunters. Dave Evenson, wildlife supervisor for the northern region, has again been
the first to step forward to comment honestly on the low deer harvest in the Northern
third of the state. Evenson is a straightforward, down to earth sort of guy who has
already gone on record stating that “possibly the deer were not out there”.

Rusk County warden Jeremy Peery, a highly successful community oriented officer,
issued a statement that supports his findings, which were gathered out in the field during
the last 10 months. Peery, referring to Unit 18, clearly contributed the low deer kill to
“previous over harvest and a severe winter”.

What magnifies this blatant miscalculation of the northern deer population and really
places “a burr under the DNR’s saddle”, is the fact that sportsmen’s groups, such as the
Birchwood Sportsman’s Club and the Exeland Rod & Gun Club, accurately predicted
there would be at least a 30% reduction in the deer harvest within the Units in their area.
T-Zone (over harvest) and winter severity, respectively, were cited as the reasons for the
decline.

Months before the first shot was ever fired, club members repeatedly mei with DNR
game managers to share the information that the rod & gun organizations had compiled.
This data was produced form a wide variety of local resources.



A bush plane, designed exclusively for slow flying observation work was then utilized to
fly numerous deer survey missions. The late winter aerial survey confirmed the rod &
gun club member’s suspicions. The numbers were not there! Amazingly, the Exeland
Rod & Gun Club pre-season estimates were closer to 16-18 deer per square mile vs. the
DNR’s computer predicted 36 per square mile in units 17 & 18.

A succession of mild winters allowed the DNR to increase their number of quota permits.
Thousands of “either or” tags were issued per unit. They very nature of this procedure
produced an increased kill as hunters no longer had to identify their target prior to
shooting. In some units many more permits were available than were ever sold. This
brought one to question where the “management” concept fit in. For the DNR, it has
basically been a “sell all we can-kill all we can” attitude in the Northern units.

The post-season individual unit deer population depended entirely on the quality of the
people hunting a particular area. Some sportsmen showed restraint and a moderate
number of deer were left in that sector, while others followed the DNR’s promoted
“brown its down” theory and the unit was decimated.

The increase in tags unfortunately attracted more hunters to the area. This meant the unit
received more hunting pressure than it should have been exposed to, based on the actual
deer population. Intense hunting pressure in that unit initiated an over harvest. Then,
based on the “record breaking” kill, the Madison wildlife managers and their master
computer mistakenly assumed there must be an incredible amount of deer still out there.

This policy also allowed the buck kill to exceed the normal ratio. Hunters shooting at
anything without identifying their target, many times ended up killing a buck that they
initially thought was an anterless deer. This shooting before identifying the target is
becoming a real safety concern. In fact, it is the very reason people are being shot!
Hunters have tags to cover anything and some shoot at movement without having to
identify their target. Excessive hunters choice (anterless/bonus) tags undisputedly creates
unsafe hunting conditions!

Inevitably in the North, nature occasionally brings us back to reality in the form of a
severe winter, in this case, however it has been over-harvest via T-ZONES. In either
case, far too many fawns are lost and in some units that consist of predominately (open)
public lands, the decimation of the adult doe population occurs, thus they are not
available to reproduce and replenish the herd. The Madison wildlife staff further fail to
realize that the reproduction cycle and fawn mortality rate in the northern third of the
state is a “world apart” from that in the central or southern areas. Subsequently, the deer
population drops off significantly, but the DNR traditionally continues to rely almost
entirely on their S.A.K. formula to estimate the herd. They aiso increasingly drift away
from the essential custom of managing by the individual unit. Based on the previous
year’s buck harvest, they again increase the number of bonus tags or designate misplaced
T-Zones. Local sportsmen and other dedicated hunters caution the DNR and desperately
try to slow the anterless harvest. No one is listening, not until there is a 30-50% drop in



the kill, then, ...out of the file cabinet comes that same old folder “POST DEER
SEASON-REASONS & EXCUSES”.

This year, weather definitely tops the DNR list of reasons for the low deer kill.
According to most game managers, especially the “experts” in Madison, the low deer
harvest was strictly due to a warm, wet, foggy, and brown season. When the DNR was
promoting their Zone-T hunt, they listed the warmer fall weather as “a big advantage — a
real plus” to hunting early. They insisted more hunters would be attracted to the warm
October temperatures. They said this will bring an increased number of hunters out, and
they will remain in the woods longer if they are comfortable. It was also naturally
accepted that the early T-Zone would be hunted on bare ground. A “brown season”!

Now, when the harvest they predicted is not achieved, the warm weather suddenly
becomes a detriment to hunting. Citing warm weather as a reason for such a significant
drop in the harvest is rather confusing considering people always prefer to spend more
time outdoors when the weather is pleasant. During the 9-day gun season we usually do
experience a day or two of poor hunting conditions. A few hours of morning fog or
afternoon of rain in some areas is not going to drop the overall kill in the North by 30-
40%.

But now, the game experts say the warm weather was a bad thing? They say the deer
were not moving when the fact is they were. This year the rut was going strong during
the 9-day season. Bucks were motivated to move by way of their own natural instincts.
Had the rut not been peaking in the regular season, the buck kill (in the North) would
have been much lower. This caused a higher than the normal ratio of the available bucks
to be taken. A factor that will throw the DNR’s S.A.K. formula into producing more
inaccurate calculations for the next year.

Lack of snow certainly contributes to the number of wounded deer that are not retrieved.
There have also been numerous other years when we’ve hunted on bare ground. It may
affect the harvest slightly but not to the extent of 2001 decline. Especially considering
the fact that many people are now hunting over corn piles!

The weather factor is being extremely over exaggerated. The game managers are simply
using the weather as a cover to hide the fact that they once again, have grossly over
estimated the Northern deer population. The real truth is, they were actually compelled
to adjust their S.A.K. formula and inflate the deer numbers on paper. It was necessary to
justify the T-Zones in the North.

This agency has a proven track record of providing the public with inaccurate or
misleading information. This well deserved reputation is so widely recognized, that the
majority of veteran hunters in Northern Wisconsin have long since discontinued
attending the DNR hosted meetings. Their protests that “nobody is listening” are both
accurate and valid.



Without question, the most disappointing event for most Northern hunters was the
transformation that was to occur within the DNR with the implementation of Deer 2000.
It briefly appeared as if the DNR at last, finally understood what community oriented
problem solving was all about. DNR literature billed the Deer 2000 transition as a new
deer managing policy that would be designed almost exclusively by (stakeholders) the
public. Sadly, but not surprisingly, we soon discovered Deer 2000, to be simply another
“DNR stacked deck”. Once again, they only went through the motions of “pretending to
listen”, then proceeding with their original plan. A DNR tradition!

The “Deer 2000” project cost the taxpayers nearly one million dollars. It has been a
preposterous waste of funds that basically accomplished nothing. Had an affair similar to
this taken place in the private sector, someone at the “top” would have been immediately
dismissed. Above all, it is essential to recognize that this is not a one-time blunder by the
DNR. We have endured decades of “being fed” false information that through the years
has insulted some of Northern Wisconsin’s finest outdoor veterans. It trails back to the
severe winter of 1969 in the Sawyer County Alder Creek deer yard, when the DNR
“experts” informed Leo Hoeft that it was dogs killing the deer, not coyotes as Hoeft
claimed. We believe Leo Hoeft, a nationally recognized, lifetime trapper would
undoubtedly be able to tell the difference between coyote and dog tracks.

It leads us back to the severe winter of 1981 in Couderay’s Lost Lake deer yard when the
“experts” informed George Mattis that deer cannot digest hay and corn. Mattis, a
nationally recognized writer and author of the best-selling book, “The whitetail”,
believed otherwise. George Mattis spent much of his life out in the woods, studying the
habits, the survival instincts and the winter range of the deer. Mattis understood the
whitetail deer.

Both men, Mattis and Hoeft, are highly respected outdoor veterans and recognized as
genuine, unquestionable experts in their own field, yet the DNR wildlife staff at that time
lacked the good sense to accept the knowledge these men offered. These are only two
examples in a collection of many that have been documented through the years.

DNR game managers have become particularly ingenicus in pretending to solicit public
opinion and then altering it to correlate with their original agenda. As in the past, DNR
regulated hearings are still formatted so as to artfully taylor the hunters responses. Their
information gathering process always appears initially genuine, but inevitably the
hunter’s advice is inverted and subsequently discarded.

In summary we surmise that DNR deer population figures have proven to be far too
fallacious to justify their demand for either a 16 day season or T-Zone hunting in the
Northern third of the state. We suggest the following:

1. Bring deer management back to the unit level and sincerely employ local
citizen input.

2. Recognize the necessity of separation in management practices of North vs.
South.
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6.

7.

Accept the fact that actual observations are more reliable than a computer
generated S.A.K.

Acknowledge that in the North, winter severity can still dramatically impact
deer herd reproduction and substantial fawn losses can occur.

Recognize the field warden as an instrumental character in the front line
information gathering process.

Encourage and respect citizen participation in establishing unit deer
population goals.

Stop the T-Zones immediately!!

The majority of hunters in the North not only rejected the Northern T-Zone plan, they
also disagreed with the DNR’s deer population figures. Hunters repeatedly stated they
knew better than a DNR computer in Madison, how many deer were in their backyards.

Hunting season is now history and the numbers are in.
The hunters were right!! Is anyone listening???

“Democracy is safest in the hands of a people who love and conserve their out-of-doors’

3

Wisconsin Conservation Department - 1949

Any response may be addressed to:  Exeland Rod & Gun Club

P.O. Box 56
Exeland, Wi. 54835
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December 27, 2001

Senator Judith Robson

Senate Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Rules
Room 15 South, State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882 ‘

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator Robson:

As a member of the Easton Sno-Seekers snowmobile club, I strongly
oppose the Department of Natural Resources staff recommendation to
establish a gun deer-hunting season in all 72 counties of Wisconsin
during December of 2002, 2003, and 2004.

There are clear alternative hunting seasons available to control
deer herds in the State now. Our snowmobiling season is short enough
as we have had to keep our trails closed for the second year in a row
until after the T-zone hunting season that occurred this December.
Also not knowing how much snow we will receive, when or where, limits
the enjoyment of our sport even more.

I, therefore, ask that you and the other Senate members not
approve the gun deer-hunting seasons for December 2002, 2003, and
2004.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Member, Easton Sno-Seekers
1106 Fern Avenue
Grand Marsh, WI 53936-9635



Dick Gjerde 4485 Beale Street, Madison, Wis. 53711
(608) 221-9750  Fax (608) 223-1409

E-mail sjcrouch@chorus.net
CAWORDRLG\LegislativeRule00-154-02a RLGxxx

Date: January 12, 2002
Re: Clearing Rule 00-154

Dear Senator Judith Robson,

I 'am asking you to support the Deer 2000 rule as approved by the Natural Resources Board and override

the objections of the assembly Natural Resource Committee.
Over the last several years I have participated in several Deer 2000 meetings and completed their questionnaire.
I believe the compromises and recommendations made as a result of this process represent the people who made

the effort to get invelved.

There are a lot of different interest group represented in the Deer 2000 results. I don’t agree with all the issues
but I do agree that the final results do a good job of trying to meet the needs of everyone involved.

There was a lot of time and effort put into this process. Let’s not mess it up.

you,
N

Dick G
C
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State Representative Scott Gunderson
Chair, Assembly Subcommittee on Deer and Deer Management

FAX #608-282-3683
Representative Gunderson,

I was able to attend your hearing in Rhinelander on Friday, January 18, 2002 but due to
time restraints and the large number of people in attendance, I was unable to speak to
your subcomimittee.

I do however, thank you and the rest of the committee for your time spent on this
controversial issue.

I just completed hunting in my 50 deer season and have hunted with both gun and bow.
I am a snowmobiler and have been since 1963. I want to go on record as follows:

Opposing all baiting
Opposing any further T-Zone hunts, before or after the regular season
Opposing any and all added days to the already too long Bow season

Opposing any hunting season for whitetail that goes beyond the end of muzzleloader
season in the northern portion of the state where the seasons, either gun or bow, conflict
with the opening of snowmobile trails and the logging operations that in many cases use
the same roads. I am however, in favor of having the current 9 day season discontinued
and going to a 16 day season starting the Saturday nearest November 15" and
immediately after the 16 day season, starting a 7 day or a 9 day muzzleloader hunt.

A Saturday opening for the regular gun season is very important in my opinion to give all
the gun hunters an equal opportunity for the opening. If a Saturday opening is not
approved, I do not believe that the 16 day season will fly with the hunters of the state. It
will also create a hardship on the many businesses in the state trying to coordinate the
employee vacations that in many cases provides the only recreation that many of the
states hardworking families enjoy.

I want to say that up until the last few years, I was strongly opposed to a 16 day season
but have changed my mind for the following reasons.

A 16 day season will spread the hunters over a longer period of time to enjoy the
outdoors in a much less crowded environment, at a time when more and more private
tand is being posted. This is only going to get much worse considering the fact that in the
last 2 years approximately 75% of the large blocks of industrial land, especially in the
Northern portion of the state, has changed hands. A substantial amount of this land is
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now being broken up into smaller blocks and whereas it was normally open to public
hunting is now being taken off the “OPEN” list.

In conversations with many large and small private landowners in the last 2 years, they
have told me that if the current T-Zone and Bow hunting seasons continue, they are going
to post their lands to hunting or gate the properties or both.

We do not need this as the U.S.F.S. with almost 3 million acres in the State has already
closed a substantial portion of these lands to Walk In Only and as the deer hunter ages
this reduces the areas they will be able to hunt.

We also must be concerned about those with disabilities who cannot walk the miles to get
where the Deer are.

It would appear that the Deer damage issue and the Deer population problem lies more in
the southern or Agricultural areas of the State. As I have said many times in the past and
will say again, manage the lower 2/3 of the State with a longer season. This will give the
bow hunters, who seem to need 4 months of hunting, the opportunity to harvest the Deer
herd and bring it within the goals prescribed by the DNR. Continuing the bow season
after the close of the muzzleloader season in the Northern portion of the state will
continue to cause serious problems and further divide the recreationists-namely gun
hunters, cross country skiers, snowmobilers and the number one industry in the state, the
Forest Products and paper industry.

Any Bow Season that extends past the last day of the Muzzleloader season in any portion
of the state should be confined to Antlerless only hunting. We need to improve the Buck
to Doe ratio and this would be a step in that direction.

I may add that I am a large land-owner in the State and feel I am speaking with
knowledge of the over-all situation and want to thank you for the time you are taking to
find answers to this very important game management and economic issue.

el /&u%/,

Richard Krawze
4671 Elm Street
Laona, WI 54541
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KURT A. THIEDE
Regulation Policy and Outreach Specialist
Bureau of Wildlife Management

101 S. Webster St., P.O. Box 7921 (608) 267-2452
Madison, WI 53707-7921 FAX (608) 267-7857
E-MAIL: thiedk@dnr.state.wi.us




:) ( /
B{L/? <

s
Cv

/S

A 7%/1

@



oo W?Uﬂj; WQ\(Q’DD
@ﬂwo(c/\fkdjg CAal ) Cﬂ@/

Daa pood
{;yoL*LO "EU\M\MA Zﬁw&{‘

% 55/\-236‘ (\/\




Jx\/\/\

N Tmﬁ/\ URAS

o

ooy
o

mgmmzﬁ e 262 OF
g\/w? W‘%bﬁ/{ ZW‘*
,UU‘W\U)‘SM/\ —— /Naff o<l
3
mﬁ?@ P
:X U\—CX ;%V{/V\MM i (
\ﬂ%’%w'léfz ; ~
Ol L{M*'?O%’SC’%S' é
=
H \ W e M. 45““ Ai*g/(/\; %
d%ﬁwzwa A~
i\

——
W

- 6(’,\/\\/*)L

“\”"\

W

%{_M ?LWM\%

/O{‘ Izr{b // o< é) J
RSOV M’/@ﬁﬁ__}f‘_
o )




A,Q:fwglc H000 W;“ <A
AN

v Tewn (Lonvre
oy Gl e £

___'M( = dvnan )

<~ (hdsee Elommn C\ﬁ%ﬁﬂ

, WY e,
— Doua Sdhaw nZo Mot e T
PreSgueisie, SUEST =S hocdbunnies

-

M‘L\/\@\L;WQ : Tm Me CM‘{@G/\)

W T . Lalawiood OW;:M
S P R

Ju
“ \B/Lé“ 2{)%1/% /C\/qu
i \/dxt\( e Ay oo Ui?%ilm "N
2 i s/nf’/g,f\m/\fj{% - %W(fo .







WDNR Deer 2000 Hearing Comments and Related Information on

December Gun Season

Accidents - There were no reported hunter / winter
recreationist accidents

Hunting Pressure - Regional biologists and wardens
reported low to moderate hunting pressure

Trail Closures - State Trails were open, however
there were cases of County Trail closings

Economic Impact - Of the 695 attendees and 358
public comments, the Department only received two
public comments during the December 2000 public

hearings reporting a loss of business due to the Zone
T season.

Trial Grooming Conflicts - Only one report was
received of trails opening late due to the Zone T

. 2000 Deer Management Units

Zone T Units

Trail Degradation - Two public comments were made regarding hunters ruining groomed ski trails

with ATVs

Trail Openings -

- Vilas, Oneida, Marinette, and Florence Counties: Avg. Dec. 16 - Dec; 20
- North of Hwy. 10 and south of Hwy. 8: Avg. Late December

Weather Conditions -

- North of Hwy. 8: 2 out of every 7 years provides adequate snow for opening snowmobile trails
- South of Hwy 8. & North of Hwy. 54: 1 out of every 7 years provides adequate snow for trail

opening

Cooperation -

» For years muzzleloader hunters have hunted into December with no reported conflicts between user

groups.

> Archers have shared the woods for the entire month of December without conflict.
» Small Game hunters, deer hunters, waterfow] hunters, hikers, horseback riders, and bicyclists have
>

shared the fall woods and countryside for decades.

No user group has exclusive rights to any one season or resource in the state of Wisconsin. Cross-
country skiers and snowmobilers share the woods. Fishermen, skiers, and sailboats share the water.
Through cooperation we do not anticipate 4 days of gun hunting in December will result in any

added conflict or loss.
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Deer Management
for 2000 and Beyond

A Wisconsin Conse

ation Congress Initiative

November 16, 2001
Subject: Deer 2000 Hunting Rule Update
Dear Deer 2000 Participant:

The Deer 2000 hunting season rule (clearinghouse rule 00-154) is currently being reviewed
by the Joint Committee on Review of Administrative Rules (JCRAR; see attached list of
legislative members). The Assembly Natural Resources Committee objected to 4 items in the
proposed rule. If the rule objections are not acted on in December by JCRAR, legislative
review could extend through the next 3 years, suspending implementation until parts of the
rule have expired. The JCRAR has not yet scheduled a meeting for December. If you have
concemns about this, you can contact your legislators and/or the JCRAR members. Please
read on for background information.

Assembly Natural Resources Committee Objections

This committee objected to the following rule components:

1) They objected to the Deer 2000 mid-December. 4-day, antlerless deer gun season
with harvest limited by permits. This season was proposed to give more opportunity to
hunters, encourage increased harvests of antlerless deer, and give hunters a last chance to
avoid a Zone T hunt the following year. This is a time of year when many landowners will let
hunters on their land to harvest antlerless deer, following the 9-day gun season.

2) They objected to the Deer 2000 timing of the October Zone T hunt for units with
herd control needs. The Deer 2000 proposed timing would be the weekend after the
pheasant season opener every year, which would be on the weekend of the southemn teacher’s
convention about half the time and be a week earlier about half the time...always starting the
Thursday closest to October 22. This allows for a consistent date for rules and causes less
conflict with archers hunting the rut in some years. The objection will mean that the youth
gun hunt will be on a different weekend than the Zone T gun hunt in some years...on
consecutive weekends.

3) They objected to the Deer 2000 extension of the earlv archerv season by 4 davs.
This has been a compromise that was adopted by the Natural Resources Board for a number
of years already to compensate archers for the 4-day Zone T hunt restrictions and to offer
additional hunting opportunity at a time when no deer hunting had been allowed.

4) Thev objected to the requirement of registering all deer in the unit of harvest or an
adjacent unit. We now have different rules for bucks and does, which are confusing. The
Deer 2000 proposal makes buck registration the same as does. The proposed rule makes the
most sense for getting the best data and least misinformation on unit of harvest. The
objection would allow hunters to register gun (not bow) killed deer anywhere in the state.

Honoring Deer 2000’s Incredible Public Involvement

I want to thank you for all the effort you put into the Deer 2000 process. This volunteer effort
included almost 11,000 survey participants, an average of 140 meeting participants, 145
meetings, 20,000 hours, and 160,000 miles driven. We are proud of many of the
recommendations that you helped forge. However, 4 of the recommendations may not be
endorsed or voted down in the legislature for a couple years if the JCRAR does not act on
them 1in December.



Opponents of the Deer 2000 Recommendations

Over a year ago, we brought your final Deer 2000 hunting season framework recommendations to the
Natural Resources Board. These recommendations were meant to increase hunting opportunity for gun,
archery, and muzzleloader hunters as well as increase deer harvests. (As you may know, our deer herd has
grown tremendously since 1960, but our restrictive deer hunting seasons still reflect the low deer populations
of 40 years ago.) Hearings were then held at 12 locations across Wisconsin.

The greatest opposition to the deer hunting season proposal came from snow recreationists who were
concerned that longer gun and bow seasons would mean they couldn’t get access to trails for marking,
preparation and use for snowmobiling and skiing. They also claimed that gun hunting would thereby hurt
the economy of the state by reducing snowmobiling activity, in particular. These recreationists depend on
private lands for their trail loops. They do not want landowners and their guests to have the opportunity to
decide to hunt, which could mean that they won’t let trail users on their property until the hunt is done.

You can see in the attached flier that we heard few of these concerns from the 358 comments we received
about the December gun deer hunt at and immediately following the 12 hearings.

Compromises Made Already

In response to the controversy, the Natural Resources Board made compromises including 1) shortening the
extension of the late bow season from a closing date of the Sunday closest to January 15 to January 3 (now
only 3 extra days), and 2) placing a 3-year sunset provision on the 4-day mid-December gun deer season
(antlerless only). During the next 3 years, DNR pledges to evaluate impacts of the December gun season and
to work with snowmobilers and landowners to try to resolve conflicts. The mid-December gun season would
cease after 2004 unless the Natural Resources Board adopts another rule to make it permanent. If this
happens, the legislature has another opportunity to review the rule and has another opportunity to object once
-the evaluation is complete.

Sharing the Woods and Fields

Our message through all these negotiations and compromises has been that we need to find a way to share
the woods and fields. With limited resources and many recreationists, we cannot afford to allow any group
to have exclusive use of the fields and woods at any time of the year. We cannot tell landowners that they
cannot participate in their preferred recreational activity just because another group wants to use their land.
Although we anticipate a few problems or conflicts, we need to find a way to share the outdoors in
December.

] hope you have a safe and successful deer hunt this year.

Sincerely,

s

Dave Ladd
Chairman, Deer Management 2000 and Beyond
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Dear Fsilow Congress Members and Deer 2000 Partc:pants, o T e e
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We ne=d vour aeipi As you inow the Deer 2000 procsss is now compiete, but the :mpiementation work s
just beginming. We must not lez ail the bours and good recommendations be put on the sheif. We nced 0
make sure they Secome parr of Wisconsin’s deer management program.  Unforunarely we are aiready
incing an =ffort 10 push aside Deer 2000 recommendadons.

4 e -

Desr 2000 season changes “wers advancsd I administrative ruie order 'WM-40-00. in additon 1o all the
Desr 2000 meetings, DNR heid 12 pubiic hearings on the ruic around the stare. The Naturai Resources
Board {NRB) adopted WM-40-00 art their January 2001 meeting. After Board adoption, both the Assembiy
and Senate Nawral Resources copmittess 2iso aeid a pubiic hearing on 'WM—40-30. At these hearings the
snowmobiie associations showed up in force. These committess I non requested modifications for the
NR3 1o consider. The NRB Lands committee met with the DNR and Conservarion Congress ieadership to
consider the legisiarive recommendations, inciuding a 16-day season and no Decermnper 4-day antieriess
season. As aresuit, the NRB made four amendments o the original ruie order which inciuded a 3-vear
sunset date on the 4-day December scason North of Hwy. 3 and snding the late bow season on January 3rd
rather than ihe Sunday nearest January 15.

Despite these concessions, certain imerest groups and legisiators remain opposed to the ruje order.
Snowmobiie interest groups ciaim thar the Decemper deer hunt wiil cause some sections of Tails w close
because private iandowners will not allow snowmobile Tavel on their land until after the December season.
Some legisiators are pusiing for a [6~day fircarm season instead of the traditionai 9-day season. These
legisiators beiieve that the 4-day December season is inefectve in deer herd management and that it wiil
hurt businesses in northern Wzscansin due o icss of winter snowmobiie recreanion.

The Natural Resources Board and the Conservation wng:-e..s have attempred to work with the
snowmobilers and the iegisianre o work out 3 compromise thar ail parties couid five with. On Cerober 24%
MNarurai Resources Board wiil meet in Nesnah, the Board will offer their nai compromise for the Asscmmy
Committes on Namrai Resources o consider. The NRB will be modifying, WNi-<0-00 10 eat the 4-day
December hunt as an “sxperimentai” season thart “wiil e svaiuated after 5 vears. This will silow =veryone
o gather fack an rhe decr season and snowmooiie sssues. If the Assembiy Commirttee objects o this
compromuse, then the Deer 2000 ruie order wiil be deiaved and the deer season changes wiil not 2o mio
=fecr for the 2002 -2003 deer Junting zeasons. More impormamdy the ruie wouid se forwarded to the Joint
Commirtes on Admuniszative Ruies. At this pownt the muie couid be deiaved inderinuety or modified, as the
Lzgsiature wouid work to deveionp 1 bill refating o the deer season strucrure and other Deer 2000
recommendations.




minded citizens of this state who partcipated 1n Deer 2000 have put too
much time and =fort into this process o seo our work dismantled and delayed by special interests who have
not put the time and resources into understanding the compiex issues associated with deer season frameworks.
I suggest that this is not the tme for personal agendas to get in the way of pubiic desires.

You and our fellow conservation-

I would ask each of you in the next few weeks to contact your district Representatives and Scnators, ag well as
the members of the Assembly Committes on Natural Resources and let them know the following facts
regarding the proposed December 4-Day antleriess gun season, which is the major area of disagreement
amongst the Legislature, winter recreationists, the Conservation Congress, and the NRB:

1. Access to Private Land - The public identified access private lands as one of the major, if not the most
important issue facing the deer hunters and the herd in the state of Wisconsin. The Deer 2000 Herd Size
committee looked closely at this issue after much discussion and research the Herd Size committes
concluded that the 4-Day December antlerless season, following the regular 9-day gun season would best
increase the opportunities for hunters to gain access to private iands. Landowners would have aiready had
the chance to harvest deer on their properties and they would not have to worry about bucks being shot on
their property. Landowners and bunters agreed this was the top rated alternative.

2. Increased Opportunity for Gan Hunters - Carrently firearm hunters only have nine days tohuntin a
state that is known across the nation and around the world for its hunting opportunities. All that Decr
2000 has recommended is an extra four days at a time of year that has little conflict with the peak scasons
of other interest groups.

3. Opportunity to Stay out of Special Herd Control Seasons - By allowing hunters an extra opportunity
to harvest antleriess deer in December it will allow units more opportunity to avoid special herd control
hunts (which are oftep unpopular with hunters) in following years, by increasing the antleriess harvest.

4. Public Support - The timing of this permanent statewide antleriess deer gun season received the most
support of the options presented (59% support and 28% opposc; supported in all regions of state) in the
June Deer 2000 questionnaire.

S. Sunset Compromise - In order to address the concems of critics to this expanded gup hunting
opportunity, the Board has recommended that a 3-year sunset date be instituted statewide. This would
allow the Department and the Board to analyze the hunt's effectiveness and document any controversy or
conflict that may develop with other user groups. We have indicated Congress support for this approach.

Limited Conflict - Last year's hunt provided an example of how snowmobiiers and gun hunters could co-
exist across Wisconsin when the state experienced an unusually early and abundant snowifall. It wasn't
until the season was being proposed as becoming permanent did the compiaints of conflict and trail
closures surface. In addition, by outlining a process for registering complaints expenenced during the
season, the Department and the NRB will effectively be able to analyze the existence of any conflict. We
feel the two sports can co-exist as archery, muzzieloader deer hunting, and snowmobiling have done for
years.

o

I've attached sheets that will identify who to contact in your district and on the Assembly Commuttee on
Narturai Resources. Thank you in advance for your continued support. Dave and I will continue to keep vou
informed as the Administrative Rule process proceeds.

Sincerely,

Steve Oestreicher, Chair Dave Ladd, Char
Wisconsin Conservanon Congress Deer 2000 and Bevond
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The Country Today - Editorial - 01/02/02

Simplify Wisconsin hunting seasons

By Scott Schultz
Assistant Editor

Let's see if we have this right. If you're hunting in a Zone T area during a special Zone T hunt, you
may harvest an antlerless deer and tag it with either your gun deer tag or a bonus tag or an
archery deer tag. And, if you harvest one with a bow and arrow during the archery season, you
also may use any of your available tags; in either case leaving you with the possibility of not
leaving your gun deer tag available for harvesting a deer with antlers of 3 inches or more (which
still could make it OK to hunt during the gun deer season, because you still could use any bonus
tags that you might have).

Factor in your hunter's choice permit -- don't forget to take your card with you -- and you have a...
well, you have a confusing mess.

Wisconsin's deer hunting situation is quickly sliding to the level of being little more than a maze in
the eyes of the average citizen. Most hunters no longer have a real grasp on what tags they may
use in a particular harvest situation. Some have difficulty remembering which season is open when
and where and for what.

And, don't even get us started on whether we think there is any scientific accuracy involved in deer
counts or rhyme or reason for the establishment of Zone T hunts and issuance of bonus permits.

Somewhere out there is a wildlife manager who's saying, "It's a simple system; we've put it all
down in black and white for you to read.” What that person isn't seeing is that they've had "on the
job training" of sorts -- because they work daily with deer harvest issues, the system sort of "grew"
on them. The average citizen, meanwhile, only has time to occasionally think about such matters --
sometimes just weeks or days or hours before heading into the woods.

It's just becoming too confusing.

If there's any doubt about confusion, ask the family of a Stanley woman who was killed in the week
after the "regular" nine-day gun deer season. She made the mistake of wearing a white hat while
going for a walk with her dog in a wooded area near her home. A deer hunter mistook the hat for a
deer's tail and shot her.

That incident occurred during the muzzleloader deer hunt in that week following the regular gun
deer season and the hunter was using a muzzleloader.

Family members have said she certainly would have worn a blaze orange cap on that walk had she
only realized that there was a muzzleloader hunt going on in Wisconsin then.

Fortunately, most confusion about the hunts doesn't lead to anything nearly as tragic. But, that is
about the most graphic example of how, unless you're an avid student of Wisconsin hunting
regulations, confusion reigns supreme when it comes to controlling the state's deer population.

Now, there's talk of extending the gun deer season into December and adding even more twists to
when and where antlerless deer may be harvested.

http://www.thewheelerreport.com/papers/0102countryhunting.htm 01/02/2002
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" We don't need more added on to an already-discombobulated system. In a carpenter's
terminology, we've already created a "cobble job" system -- with each addition creating odd twists
and turns onto once was a nice and simple-looking "building."

Granted, hunters to some extent have brought the system onto themselves. Bow hunters want a
separate season during the rut and muzzleloader hunters want consideration of a "wilderness-
style" hunt. Anyone who has hunted with bow and arrow knows that their hunt is pretty much over
once hundreds of thousands of gun-toting hunters enter the woods. That's understandable.

But start adding in the likes of the Zone T hunts and a thoroughly confusing tag system quickly
makes what once seemed so simple anything but that.

We challenge conservationists throughout Wisconsin to scrap the entire deer hunting system as we
know it and devise a clean, clear-cut system that everyone can understand.

It would help if hunters and wildlife managers also stopped digging in their heels where deer
population numbers are involved. It's obvious to many that the numbers aren't as high as the
"official" state count would suggest and not as low as many hunters would believe. Find a counting
system that works and many of the problems that we're addressing would take care of themselves.

While we're at it, let's not stop with deer hunting. Let's do the same with hunts for other species --
waterfowl hunters who are close to abandoning the sport because they can't keep track of when
the season is open might appreciate that. It would also be nice to have more statewide uniform
size and bag limits for fish, especially trout.

The wildlife conservation world keeps wondering what would happen to animal populations were it
not for hunters. Give hunters too much more to be confused and frustrated about, and we'll find
that answer much sooner than expected.

(END)

http://www.thewheelerreport.com/papers/0102countryhunting.htm 01/02/2002



